This letter is provided for the school, parents and carers to share with their children. It describes Ofsted’s main findings from the inspection of their school.
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19 May 2010

Dear Students

Inspection of Paignton Community and Sports College, Paignton TQ4 7DH

Thank you for making us welcome when we visited the school recently. We would especially like to thank those of you who gave time to speak with us and to show us your work. We found you to be friendly, responsible and articulate young people. 
We found that your college is outstanding.
These are some of the best things about it.

· You make good progress and reach average standards in GCSE, A level andother examinations. You use your skills in an excellent way to prepare yourselves for adult life.

· You make an outstanding contribution to the community. We were very impressed with the work you have done to promote sport across Torbay. Because of the sports specialism, you also keep yourselves healthy and fit. 
· You are offered an excellent range of courses and the guidance you receive is also excellent, so almost all of you go on to worthwhile jobs or education when you leave the college. The sports specialism is outstanding and offers you a great range of opportunities. 
· The teaching is good and most of you get on really well with the staff.
· Almost all of you say you feel safe in college and your parents agree that this is the case.
· You behave well in and out of lessons. 
· The leadership of the principal, senior staff and governors is excellent. The staff care for and want the very best for all of you. You may not realise the difficulties they have faced, as falling student numbers mean less money and fewer jobs. This has been handled exceptionally well.

We have asked the college to do two things to make it even better. We have asked that your work is monitored through improved marking, as some is untidy and incomplete. We have asked that you are taught more about people of other faiths and cultures in Britain. A link with a college in Bristol is planned to help with this.

Yours sincerely

Paul Sadler

Lead inspector
